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Prelude    Gabriel’s Message      Paul Manz 

 

Opening Hymn    Prepare Ye the Way, O Zion       #65 Hymnal 1982  

 

1 Prepare the way, O Zion, 

 your Christ is drawing near! 

 Let every hill and valley 

 a level way appear. 

 Greet One who comes in glory, 

 foretold in sacred story. 

 

 Refrain 

 Oh, blest is Christ that came 

 in God’s most holy Name. 

 

2 He brings God’s rule, O Zion; 

 he comes from heaven above. 

 His rule is peace and freedom, 

 and justice, truth, and love. 

 Lift high your praise resounding, 

 for grace and joy abounding. 

 Refrain 

 

3 Fling wide your gates, O Zion; 

 your Savior’s rule embrace. 

 His tidings of salvation 

 proclaim in every place. 

 All lands will bow before him, 

 their voices will adore him. 

 Refrain 

The Word of God 
 

Celebrant Bless the Lore who forgives all our sins. 

People    His mercy endures forever. 

 

Advent wreath-lighting  

Almighty God, as we await the coming of our savior, give us the courage to hope. Give us grace to see your 

plans of redemption for our lives, for this community, and for the world through Jesus Christ, the source 

of our redemption and hope.  Amen. The first and second candles are lit. 

 

We light the candle of hope to remind us that Jesus is the Prince of Peace and that through following his 

Way, hope is found.  
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Song of Praises/Song of Peace    
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Collect of the Day 
Celebrant The Lord be with you. 

People  And also with you. 

Celebrant Let us pray. 

 

Merciful God, who sent your messengers the prophets to preach repentance and prepare the way for our 

salvation: Give us grace to heed their warnings and forsake our sins, that we may greet with joy the 

coming of Jesus Christ our Redeemer; who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now 

and for ever. Amen. 

 

The Lessons 
 

A Reading from the Book of Isaiah1 

 

A shoot shall come out from the stump of Jesse, 

and a branch shall grow out of his roots. 

The spirit of the LORD shall rest on him, 

the spirit of wisdom and understanding, 

the spirit of counsel and might, 

the spirit of knowledge and the fear of the LORD. 

His delight shall be in the fear of the LORD. 

 

He shall not judge by what his eyes see, 

or decide by what his ears hear; 

                                                 
1 Isaiah 11:1-10 
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but with righteousness he shall judge the poor, 

and decide with equity for the meek of the earth; 

he shall strike the earth with the rod of his mouth, 

and with the breath of his lips he shall kill the wicked. 

Righteousness shall be the belt around his waist, 

and faithfulness the belt around his loins. 

 

The wolf shall live with the lamb, 

the leopard shall lie down with the kid, 

the calf and the lion and the fatling together, 

and a little child shall lead them. 

The cow and the bear shall graze, 

their young shall lie down together; and the lion shall eat straw like the 

ox. 

The nursing child shall play over the hole of the asp, 

and the weaned child shall put its hand on the adder's den. 

They will not hurt or destroy 

on all my holy mountain; 

for the earth will be full of the knowledge of the LORD 

as the waters cover the sea. 

On that day the root of Jesse shall stand as a signal to the peoples; the nations shall inquire of him, 

and his dwelling shall be glorious. 

 

The Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 
 

Psalm 72:1-7, 18-19 

Deus, judicium 

1 Give the King your justice, O God,  

and your righteousness to the King's Son; 

2 That he may rule your people righteously  

and the poor with justice; 

3 That the mountains may bring prosperity to the people,  

and the little hills bring righteousness. 

4 He shall defend the needy among the people;  

he shall rescue the poor and crush the oppressor. 

5 He shall live as long as the sun and moon endure,  

from one generation to another. 

6 He shall come down like rain upon the mown field,  

like showers that water the earth. 
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7 In his time shall the righteous flourish;  

there shall be abundance of peace till the moon shall be no more. 

18 Blessed be the Lord GOD, the God of Israel,  

who alone does wondrous deeds! 

19 And blessed be his glorious Name for ever!  

and may all the earth be filled with his glory. Amen. 

 

A Reading from the Epistle to the Romans2  

 

Whatever was written in former days was written for our instruction, so that by steadfastness and by 

the encouragement of the scriptures we might have hope. May the God of steadfastness and 

encouragement grant you to live in harmony with one another, in accordance with Christ Jesus, so 

that together you may with one voice glorify the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

Welcome one another, therefore, just as Christ has welcomed you, for the glory of God. For I tell you 

that Christ has become a servant of the circumcised on behalf of the truth of God in order that he 

might confirm the promises given to the patriarchs, and in order that the Gentiles might glorify God 

for his mercy. As it is written, 

"Therefore I will confess you among the Gentiles, 

and sing praises to your name"; 

and again he says, 

"Rejoice, O Gentiles, with his people"; 

and again, 

"Praise the Lord, all you Gentiles, 

and let all the peoples praise him"; 

and again Isaiah says, 

"The root of Jesse shall come, 

the one who rises to rule the Gentiles; 

in him the Gentiles shall hope." 

May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, so that you may abound in hope by 

the power of the Holy Spirit. 

 

The Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

  

                                                 
2 Romans 15:4-13 
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The Gradual  O Come, O Come Emmanuel  vv. 4, 5, 6    #56 Hymnal 1982 

 

4 O come, thou Branch of Jesse’s tree, 

 free them from Satan’s tyranny 

 that trust thy mighty power to save, 

 and give them victory o’er the grave. 

 

 Refrain 

 Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel 

 shall come to thee, O Israel! 

 

5 O come, thou Key of David, come, 

 and open wide our heavenly home; 

 make safe the way that leads on high, 

 and close the path to misery. 

 Refrain 

 

6 O come, thou Dayspring from on high, 

 and cheer us by thy drawing nigh; 

 disperse the gloomy clouds of night, 

 and death’s dark shadow put to flight. 

 Refrain 

Then, all standing, the Deacon or a Priest reads the Gospel, first saying 

 

The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ According to Matthew3 

Glory to you, Lord Christ. 

 

In those days John the Baptist appeared in the wilderness of Judea, proclaiming, “Repent, for the 

kingdom of heaven has come near.” This is the one of whom the prophet Isaiah spoke when he said, 

“The voice of one crying out in the wilderness: 

‘Prepare the way of the Lord, 

make his paths straight.’” 

Now John wore clothing of camel’s hair with a leather belt around his waist, and his food was locusts 

and wild honey. Then the people of Jerusalem and all Judea were going out to him, and all the region 

along the Jordan, and they were baptized by him in the river Jordan, confessing their sins. 

But when he saw many Pharisees and Sadducees coming for baptism, he said to them, “You brood of 

vipers! Who warned you to flee from the wrath to come? Bear fruit worthy of repentance. Do not 

presume to say to yourselves, ‘We have Abraham as our ancestor’; for I tell you, God is able from 

these stones to raise up children to Abraham. Even now the ax is lying at the root of the trees; every 

                                                 
3 Matthew 3:1-12 
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tree therefore that does not bear good fruit is cut down and thrown into the fire. 

“I baptize you with water for repentance, but one who is more powerful than I is coming after me; I 

am not worthy to carry his sandals. He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire. His winnowing 

fork is in his hand, and he will clear his threshing floor and will gather his wheat into the granary; 

but the chaff he will burn with unquenchable fire.” 

 

The Gospel of the Lord. 

Praise to you, Lord Christ.     

 

Sermon          The Rev. Donna Foughty 

 

On Sundays and other Major Feasts there follows, all standing 

 

The Nicene Creed 
 

We believe in one God, 

    the Father, the Almighty, 

    maker of heaven and earth, 

    of all that is, seen and unseen. 

 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 

    the only Son of God, 

    eternally begotten of the Father, 

    God from God, Light from Light, 

    true God from true God, 

    begotten, not made, 

    of one Being with the Father. 

    Through him all things were made. 

    For us and for our salvation 

        he came down from heaven: 

    by the power of the Holy Spirit 

         he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, 

         and was made man. 

 For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 

     he suffered death and was buried. 

    On the third day he rose again 

         in accordance with the Scriptures; 

    he ascended into heaven 

         and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

    He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 

         and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 

    who proceeds from the Father and the Son. 
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    With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. 

    He has spoken through the Prophets. 

    We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 

    We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 

    We look for the resurrection of the dead, 

         and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

 

The Prayers of the People Form IV 

Deacon or other leader 

Let us pray for the Church and for the world. 

Grant, Almighty God, that all who confess your Name may be united in your truth, live together in your 

love, and reveal your glory in the world. We especially pray for Justin, Archbishop of Canterbury; 

Michael, our presiding bishop; Alan and Gayle, our bishops; for the The Episcopal Church in Jerusalem 

& The Middle East; for the Parishes of the Alewife Deanery including St. Paul’s Church of Bedford, All 

Saints’ Church of Belmont, St. Mark’s Church of Burlington, The Officers of the Diocese, and the Racial 

Justice Commission, let us pray to the Lord. 

Lord, have mercy. 

Silence.  

Please add your own petitions or thanksgivings.  

Lord, in your mercy 

Hear our prayer. 

Guide the people of this land, and of all the nations, in the ways of justice and peace; that we may honor 

one another and serve the common good. We especially pray for our President, Joe Biden, and for our 

Vice President, Kamala Harris.  

Silence.  

Please add your own petitions or thanksgivings.  

Lord, in your mercy 

Hear our prayer. 

Give us all a reverence for the earth as your own creation, that we may use its resources rightly in the 

service of others and to your honor and glory. 

Silence.  

Please add your own petitions or thanksgivings.  

Lord, in your mercy 

Hear our prayer. 
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Bless all whose lives are closely linked with ours, and grant that we may serve Christ in them, and love 

one another as he loves us. 

Silence.  

Please add your own petitions or thanksgivings.  

Lord, in your mercy 

Hear our prayer. 

Comfort and heal all those who suffer in body, mind, or spirit; give them courage and hope in their 

troubles, and bring them the joy of your salvation. We especially pray for Anna Andolina, George 

Arsenault, Bob Axner, Chris Axner, Betty Hadfield, David Hardiman, Meredith Hatchard, Galen Kelly, 

Jen Kerns, Mickey Kerns, Julie Kraft, Marcey Long, Russ Manchester, Rebecka Miller, Sheila Moss-White, 

Elizabeth Murray, the Rice and Callaghan families, Ethan Salomé, Nancy Truesdale, and David Williams. 

Silence.  

Please add your own petitions or thanksgivings.  

Lord, in your mercy 

Hear our prayer. 

We commend to your mercy all who have died, that your will for them may be fulfilled; and we pray that 

we may share with all your saints in your eternal kingdom.   

Silence.  

Please add your own petitions or thanksgivings.  

Lord, in your mercy 

Hear our prayer. 

We thank you for this parish family and for those celebrating birthdays or anniversaries this week  

The Celebrant adds a concluding Collect. 

 

Celebrant 

Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor. 

 

Silence may be kept. 

Minister and People 

Most merciful God, 

we confess that we have sinned against you 

in thought, word, and deed, 

by what we have done, 

and by what we have left undone. 
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We have not loved you with our whole heart; 

we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. 

We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. 

For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, 

have mercy on us and forgive us; 

that we may delight in your will, 

and walk in your ways, 

to the glory of your Name. Amen. 

Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen 

you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life. Amen. 

Invitation for birthday and anniversary prayers. 

 

The Ministry of the Sacrament 
The Peace 
The peace of the Lord be always with you. 

And also with you. 

 

Choir Offertory   I Hear the Prophet Callin’    Pepper Choplin 
            

(Ushers will pass the offertory plate) 

 

The Great Thanksgiving 
 

It is recommended that the people stand or kneel throughout the following prayer. 

 

Celebrant The Lord be with you 

People  And also with you.  

Celebrant Lift up your hearts. 

People  We lift them to the Lord. 

Celebrant Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

People  It is right to offer thanks and praise. 

It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, Father Almighty, 

Creator of heaven and earth. 

Because you sent your beloved Son to redeem us from sin and death, and to make us heirs in him of 

everlasting life; that when he shall come again in power and great triumph to judge the world, we may 

without shame or fear rejoice to behold his appearing. 

Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all the company of 

heaven, who forever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name: 
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The people stand or kneel. 

 

Then the Celebrant continues 

We give thanks to you, O God, for the goodness and love which you have made known to us in creation; 

in the calling of Israel to be your people; in your Word spoken through the prophets; and above all in the 

Word made flesh, Jesus, your Son.  

For in these last days you sent him to be incarnate from the Virgin Mary, to be the Savior and Redeemer 

of the world. In him, you have delivered us from evil, and made us worthy to stand before you. In him, 

you have brought us out of error into truth, out of sin into righteousness, out of death into life. 

On the night before he died for us, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and when he had given thanks to 

you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, "Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for you. 

Do this for the remembrance of me." 



12 
 

After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, and said, "Drink 

this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you and for many for the 

forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me." 

Therefore, according to his command, O Father, 

Celebrant and People 

We remember his death, 

We proclaim his resurrection, 

We await his coming in glory; 

The Celebrant continues 

And we offer our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving to you, O Lord of all; presenting to you, from your 

creation, this bread and this wine. 

We pray you, gracious God, to send your Holy Spirit upon these gifts that they may be the Sacrament of 

the Body of Christ and his Blood of the new Covenant. Unite us to your Son in his sacrifice, that we may 

be acceptable through him, being sanctified by the Holy Spirit.  

In the fullness of time, put all things in subjection under your Christ, and bring us to that heavenly 

country where, with [                          and]  all your saints, we may enter the everlasting heritage of your 

sons and daughters; through Jesus Christ our Lord, the firstborn of all creation, the head of the Church, 

and the author of our salvation. 

By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours, Almighty 

Father, now and for ever. Amen.  

And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say,  

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth 

as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those 

who trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the 

kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen.  

 

The Breaking of the Bread 
The priest breaks the bread. Silence may be kept. 

 [Alleluia.] Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us; 

Therefore let us keep the feast. [Alleluia.] 

The Gifts of God for the People of God. Take them in remembrance that Christ died for 

you, and feed on him in your hearts by faith, with thanksgiving. 
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The Body of Christ, the bread of heaven. [Amen.] 

The Blood of Christ, the cup of salvation. [Amen.] 

 

Communion Hymn  There’s a Voice in the Wilderness Crying #75 Hymnal 1982

 

1 There’s a voice in the wilderness crying, 

 a call from the ways untrod: 

 Prepare in the desert a highway, 

 a highway for our God! 

 The valleys shall be exalted, 

 the lofty hills brought low; 

 make straight all the crooked places 

 where the Lord our God may go! 

 

2 O Zion, that bringest good tidings, 

 get thee up to the heights and sing! 

 Proclaim to a desolate people 

 the coming of their King. 

 Like the flowers of the field they perish, 

 like grass our works decay, 

 the power and pomp of nations 

 shall pass like a dream away; 

 

3 but the word of our God endureth, 

 the arm of the Lord is strong; 

 he stands in the midst of nations, 

 and he will right the wrong. 

 He shall feed his flock like a shepherd, 

 the lambs he’ll gently hold; 

 to pastures of peace he’ll lead them, 

 and bring them safe to his fold. 

Post-Communion Prayer 

 

Let us pray. 

 

Almighty and ever-living God, we thank you for feeding us with the spiritual food of the most 

precious Body and Blood of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ; and for assuring us in these holy 

mysteries that we are living members of the Body of your Son, and heirs of your eternal kingdom.  

And now, Father, send us out to do the work you have given us to do, to love and serve you as faithful 

witnesses of Christ our Lord. To him, to you, and to the Holy Spirit, be honor and glory, now and 

forever. Amen. 
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Blessing 

 

Announcements 

 

Closing Hymn   Christ Is the World’s True Light   #542 Hymnal 1982 

 

1 Christ is the world’s true Light, 

 its Captain of salvation, 

 the Daystar clear and bright 

 of every race and nation; 

 new life, new hope awakes, 

 for all who own his sway: 

 freedom her bondage breaks, 

 and night is turned to day. 

 

2 In Christ all races meet, 

 their ancient feuds forgetting, 

 the whole round world complete, 

 from sunrise to its setting: 

 when Christ is throned as Lord 

 all shall forsake their fear, 

 to ploughshare beat the sword, 

 to pruning-hook the spear. 

 

3 One Lord, in one great Name 

 unite us all who own thee; 

 cast out our pride and shame 

 that hinder to enthrone thee; 

 the world has waited long, 

 has travailed long in pain; 

 to heal its ancient wrong, 

 come, Prince of Peace, and reign. 

 

Dismissal 

Celebrant Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.  

People  Thanks be to God.  

 

Postlude     Rejoice, O My Soul    Sigfrid Karg-Elert 
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Those serving today 

 

Bill Lutz, reader; Sidney Coursen, greeter; Todd Woolley, usher 

Elizabeth Salomé and Deborah Aylesworth, Altar Guild servers 

Deborah Aylesworth, Lay Eucharistic Minister 

Jean Bertrand & Karen Butler, Coffee Hosts 

 

On December 11 the reader will be Lisa DeLong. 

The greeter will be Sandy Allard, the usher will be Jean Bertrand, and LEM will be Bob Lawton.  

The Coffee Host will be Betty Ann Waldo. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

News & Noteworthy 
 

 
Carol Sing!  -- Come for a festive Carol Sing at church on Thursday, December 8, 7:00pm. Holiday 

refreshments will be served.  

 

Lessons & Carols will be on Sunday, December 16, 9:00am.  

 

Our Festive Family Service on Christmas Eve will be at 5:00pm.  

 

Christmas Flowers – Donation envelopes are here for Christmas flowers in the Parish Hall and in the hall 

as you enter the building.  

 

Altar Greens – In the weeks leading up to Christmas there is the opportunity to honor/memorialize a 

loved one by making a donation for the altar greenery. The suggested amount is $35.  

 

Thrift Shop – All Christmas decorations are half-price.  The shop will close on December 17 until March 

3.  After Tuesday, December 13, please do not drop off any donations until February 15. This will allow 

the volunteers to clean, sort, and mark, and get caught up before reopening.  
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In the Community 
 

Cape Cod Toy Library 

Support Children & Family Joy 

 

Our mission is to provide enriching, accessible, 

culturally sensitive, educational environments and 

resources that promote learning through play 

experiences to foster healthy child development. 

 

The "Toy Lending Library" program began this past May 

and the "Outdoor Play Oasis" opened in October! Now 

more than ever, children need your help to provide safe 

places and play materials to play and learn where they can 

experience joy and connection with their families and 

community.  

Donations of any amount make an impact. 

https://www.capecodtoylibrary.org/take-action 

THANK YOU for making this important work possible. 

We're thankful you're playing a part in helping children 

and families thrive!  

Gratefully, Cape Cod Toy Library, Board of Directors  

Cape Cod Toy Library, PO Box 555, E. Harwich, MA 02645   508-648-3227   http://www.capecodtoylibrary.org 

 

 

https://www.capecodtoylibrary.org/take-action
https://u30124532.ct.sendgrid.net/ls/click?upn=RVgek-2BYZHqrpD2iXi9mvTGpZ-2FWrd0M8qUIGz8CAvGeRjnAG1V9EIx6QoO0gvufLtIZteqWBX-2BmFcboeBIg4CmA-3D-3DveT__Zf9noBSXp6zmd8gcAmse0L-2BEY1z2T4G2ewZHgb5gOvBDhZBkQT7sqmwhNtRW6W7kASxIKSbM3q5QzRiwYTg6RpMblKvZK17k6CqReZoEqFwM4kdZKza9sOzYgnJ0N-2FlXRhz4vmFGrgSP55w7BKhGvMIuV1uc7lBzCMQgKlrxDU1FYQwT-2BsVZGAX8kddPJsKkJ0f58EmHWNqHtSPMgTjBAhJjYROJN9JeHIS-2FEq1cAjHwcn-2FEpvbM-2Brm2gy6oxVdXIBeMvTDGcOmYJlm3aUJOHLUDJwOYR-2FB-2Fvp0lpsdZyh0PeIomd74X9UKJAjgRLLVmQU5JyOIQW-2Bg9Q4ZJBIk3Jjni2HMqrKpAOoFPuwpgPp5UXN2yr7HWh3OJWfjpfqjhmz4A5H5-2BNR0CyemFkJaqUg-3D-3D

